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I probably like better I "   I tell him that I consider this attitude
despicable but honest.
Dec. 9           Waste!    Waste!    Waste!     The   secretary's   cry
Wednesday, which ends Granville-Barker's tragedy brings down
the curtain on this one also. What of the King
himself ? " Dispute It like a man/' says Malcolm to Macduff
in his extremity. And Macduff answers, " I shall do so ; but
I must also feel it as a man." If I write of this matter as a dramatic
critic, it is because I feel it as a dramatic critic. Therefore I see
the King as an actor In a world drama echoing Antony's
Fall not a tear, I say; one of them rates
All that is won and lost: give me a kiss ;
Even this repays me.
Dec. ii So far as I am concerned, the King abdicated when
Friday. the news was announced over the wireless at six
o'clock last night. The ceremony,- for such it was,
was moving. Baldwin came out of it very well. It entirely
cleared my mind of any possible doubts as to the way in which
this thing ought to be looked at. I see the affair now in terms
not of Shakespeare's Antony but of Wells's Mr Polly, who,
when Destiny tried to bully him, stood up to Destiny :
Man comes into life to seek and find his sufficient beauty,
to serve It, to win and increase it, to fight for it, to face any-
thing and bear anything for it, counting death as nothing
so long as the dying eyes still turn to it. And fear and dullness
ahd indolence and appetite, which Indeed are no more than
fear's three crippled brothers, who make ambushes and creep
by night, are against him, to delay him, to hold him off, to
hamper and beguile and kill Mm in that quest.
History will record that Edward YIII found the Kingship of
England to be insufficient beauty.